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the peoples of Europe, and in giving prompt assistance to
any people whose self-respect revolted against Napoleon's
pretensions. These ideas underlay his speeches and his
letters, and they find expression in the Memoir written by
Sir Robert Adair of his mission to the Court of Vienna
when Fox was Foreign Secretary. " My first audience of
the Emperor was on the eighteenth of June 1806, for the
delivery of my credentials, and my first confidential con-
ference with his minister immediately followed. In this
interview I laid open to him without reserve the whole
course of policy intended to be pursued by the new
Government I told him explicitly that the system of
forcing or persuading foreign powers, by means of subsidies,
to enter into wars against their own conception of their
interests, if ever it had been acted upon by England, was
now effectually renounced; but that at the same time, and
particularly with reference to the present situation of
Austria, if she should feel herself in real danger from fresh
exactions and injuries on the part of France, we were not
the less determined to assist her in a defensive war; and I
did not neglect to repeat to him Mr. Fox's lasj^vords to
me, (that Austria did not appear sufficiently aware of her
danger'"(p. 13).
The assumption of Fox's criticism of Pitt's policy was
that that policy of enlisting a miscellaneous collection of
motives, the rapacity of one power, the jealousy of another,
the pride of a third, was really arming England much less
effectually than an appeal to the single impulse of self-
preservation. Pitt had played on all the humours of the
Courts: Fox wished to rely solely on the sense of danger
and self-respect. Pitt, by arraying against France forces
which were inadequate because they were various and un-
certain, had laid one power after another at her feet. Fox
wished France to be fought by the arms of powers that
were erect and resolute as England herself, fighting
consciously for nothing less than their own salvation. It
is hazardous to speculate on the view dead men would